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Good afternoon Chairman Fleischmann, Chairman Stillman, Vice Chairmen McCrory and Beth Bye, 
members of the education committee.  Today’s conversation is about a set of common 
standards. They are just that, standards not curriculum. Over the past 3 years and more specifically 
on this stage over the past months they have been referred to many times as curriculum.  I cannot 
emphasize enough they are not curriculum.  They are standards.  A set of standards that informs us 
when to introduce, teach and provide opportunity for our children to learn, practice and master 
specific skills.  The curriculum and method of by which we do this is largely up to the local state and 
district to determine.   The misunderstanding that somehow the content that teachers use is written 
into the standards needs to be clarified so everyone can form an opinion having all the correct 
information and an understanding of what we are really talking about.  In everything we do we set 
standards.  In sports, in work, in our daily lives we live by sets of standards, things to aspire to, 
things to achieve, things that inform us what we should be working toward.  How we go about 
learning, working toward and practicing skills that will help us meet those standards is up to a coach, 
a parent, a boss, ourselves or a teacher. [In my testimony I have included several images to 
illustrate both the real misconceptions of the standards and the commonalities between the new and 
old standards.] 
 
Below is an image I received from a very involved parent making a statement about use of Common 
Core. 
 

“I am not sure how shading in blocks and counting is teaching the basics of multiplication. In 
my mind, this moves away from the basics, does not teach or reinforce the multiplication 
process nor does it explain decimal point placement.” 



Fig. 2.1.  This is an example of the misunderstanding that has been created by so much 
misinformation being published and pushed out through media.  We have been using visual 
representation to teach mathematics for years.  In fact this example is taken from a math 
book published in  
 

 
Fig. 2.2. Standards for Practice: Used to develop practice materials or select practice problems 

 

 
 



Fig. 2.3 Grade 5 Math Pre-Common Core Standards

 



Fig. 2.4 Grade 5 Math Common Core Standards

 
In addition to demonstrating the similarities in standards from pre-common core, the above chart 
also represents an intended gradual roll out of the standards so teachers were not overwhelmed in 
the first year with any changes to the sequence or depth of their instruction.  Nine units previously 
taught in 5

th
 grade were removed/displaced so more time could be devoted to the essential 

elements.  A pacing guide was also made available. 
 
To say that we do not need standards or we should put a moratorium on the standards is like saying 
we do not need a road map to guide our vertical instructional development, we do not need to know 
what we are teaching when.  In many of our districts we experience a high percent of transient 
students.  Research tells us transition is difficult enough and is the reason many students fall 
behind.  Without national standards these students will have an even more difficult time adjusting to 
the transition of a new school.  
 
 
The conversation we should all be having is how we can best support teachers to help them align 
their curriculum to the standards so they are teaching skills in the same sequence and to the same 
level of understanding as the standards suggest.  This would be a much better conversation for our 
teachers and students.  Invite them to the table to have a discussion about support and professional 
development that makes sense. Think of an athlete or musician.  They may be great at their sport or 
playing an instrument, but if you change the playbook or ask them to play a different piece of music 
they may need time to learn the new playbook or musical piece before they can excel on the field or 
perform before an audience. 



We have to have the capacity or human capital to provide the professional development in the same 
way we expect our teachers to teach our children.  If those providing the professional development 
are just figuring it out and practicing it for the first time themselves, how can we expect them to teach 
or coach others with confidence and success. Implementation will take time, but abandoning the 
standards or placing a moratorium on implementation is the wrong decision.  The only way we can 
get better every day is to practice every day. When we first write legislation we rarely get it right the 
first time.  But we continue to listen to a growing group of stakeholders who are practicing in the 
field, to get it right.  Sometimes it could take years before we get the perfect legislation, but if we just 
abandoned it in the beginning we would never affect change. You can't get better every day if you 
stop practicing. 
 
 
The standards represent good effective teaching strategies we have been doing for years. 
 

 

 

 


